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Memorandum for the Establishment of a

Freedom of Information Advocates Network
We, the participants in the Freedom of Information Litigation Workshop in Sofia on 28 September 2002
, being representatives of national and international non-governmental organizations (NGOs) working in the field of Freedom of Information.
Bearing in mind the provisions of international law and standards which relate to the right of access to information and public participation in decision-making, as well as the comparative legal standards on freedom of information in developed democracies
;

Bearing in mind that the transparency of public administration and the availability of information on issues of public interest are fundamental pre-conditions for public participation in decision-making and for the fight against corruption;

Considering that all countries and supranational bodies should direct their efforts towards ensuring effective access to information held in official documents, and at the same time ensure the protection of other human rights and legal interests;

Considering that laws regulating the right of access to information are being adopted in many countries and that NGOs have been active in the campaigns for adoption of these laws;
Considering the active participation of NGOs in the implementation of these laws and in advocating that they are in compliance with the standards and values of democratic societies;

Recognizing that in this adoption and implementation work, national NGOs and coalitions were supported by international NGOs working in the Freedom of Information area;

Believing that only joint efforts lead to significant results in the adoption and implementation of Freedom of Information laws, and in the exercise of the right of access to information in all countries and before international bodies; 

We, the representatives of NGOs working in the Freedom of Information area

Are united in our belief that:
The right of access to information is an important human right, necessary for the enjoyment of other human rights;

The right to information is essential for transparent and accountable government;

Public involvement in formulating social policies and in the decision-making processes of governance is only possible if the right of access to information is respected;
The right to information can only be effectively exercised and implemented on the basis of laws, regulating this right in accordance with international standards;

Hereby create a network of Freedom of Information advocacy NGOs committed to promoting and protecting this right. It shall be known as the Freedom of Information Advocates Network (FOIA Network)

Aims of the Freedom of Information Advocates Network

The primary aims of the FOIA Network are: 

To promote the adoption of FOI laws in countries that lack such legislation, and to this end we will join efforts to share the experience we have gained from successful campaigns for the adoption of legislation in countries which now have such laws;

To support the implementation of FOI laws, and to this end we will share our experience of educating the public on the right to ask for information, of campaigning for increased public demand for information, of monitoring the implementation of FOI laws, of provision of legal advice to those seeking access to information, of litigation to challenge refusals to provide information, and of technical assistance provided to governments and other bodies thereby creating conditions for the successful implementation of FOI laws. 

FOIA Network Means and Activities

We believe that these goals can be achieved through a range of activities and project carried out by the FOIA Network members working together. Recognizing that funding may be necessary to carry out some of these activities, the members of the FOIA Network commit to raising funds for these joint activities and to carrying them out as needs demand and as funds allow. 

The FOIA Network Activities include, but are not limited to: 

1. Promotion before international bodies and amongst civil society organizations of an International Freedom of Information "Right to Ask" Day, being 28 September of every year;

2. Promotion and development of international standards on the right of access to information, advocating for this right both at the national level and by international bodies;

3. Carrying out joint projects in the areas in which members of the FOIA Network operate, some of which are given in more detail in Annex A to this Memorandum;

4. Sharing information about activities and experiences is a core activity of the FOIA Network and members of the Network agree to make reasonable efforts to contribute to this exchange of experiences, including by contributing material to the Website of the Network as well as to other electronic or printed publications and and at meetings and other forums for information exchange established by the FOIA Network;

5. The FOIA Network will promote its activities through use of a common Logo, which all members of the FOIA Network will make use of in common activities of the FOIA Network and may make use of in other circumstances so long as the use of the logo is in line with the aims and objectives of the FOIA Network;

Advisory Board and Coordination

The FOIA Network will create an Advisory Board being representatives of NGOs members of the network and selected by other members of the FOIA Network and representing all regions of the world as best as possible. In the first instance this Advisory Board will be composed of representatives of NGOs selected by the participants in the founding meeting of the Network. 

The tasks of this Advisory Board will be:

1. Developing the procedures by which the FOIA Network shall operate, including the proceedures by which new members will be invited to join the FOIA Network and by which future Advisory Boards will be formed; 

2. Identifying new members for the FOIA Network;

3. Coordination of the work of the Network and liaison with the delegated coordinator of the Network;

4. Providing advice on the projects carried out under the auspices of the FOIA Network;

5. Agreeing on the location of the annual meeting and other events and activities; 

6. Promoting the activities and projects of the Network, including the Freedom of Information: "Right to Ask" Day. 

The FOIA Network will appoint a full- or part-time Coordinator for the Network, should funding be available for such a post. The role of the Coordinator will be to take forward the activities of the network, including joint projects carried out by Network member and campaigning activities, including the FOI "Right to Ask" Day events.

This memorandum was concluded in Sofia, Bulgaria, on 28 September 2002, with subsequent review and amendment by the founder members.
� The Freedom of Information Litigation Workshop was held on September  26-28, 2002. In the frame of the project “Freedom of Information Litigation”, financially supported by Open Society Institute - Budapest


� In particular, Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; Articles 6, 8 and 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms; Article 9 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights of 27 June 1981; Article 13 of the American Convention on Human Rights of 18 July 1979; the United Nations Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (adopted in Aarhus, Denmark, on 25 June 1998); the Convention for the Protection of Individuals with regard to Automatic Processing of Personal Data of 28 January 1981 (ETS No. 108); recommendations and other instruments by Council of Europe, including the Recommendation R(2002)2 on access to official documents; instruments of the European Union, including the Directive 90/313/EEC on Environmental Information and Article 18 of Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union.





